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FROM: J. D. Coleman
Sports P u b lic ity  
Montana U niversity 
Missoula, Montana
October 7, 1957
MISSOULA, Mont., O ct._____ "We f in a l ly  got our pass defense whipped, but
we had to work a l l  week on i t  and consequently our offense su ffe re d ,"  coach 
Jerry Williams declared a f te r  the Brigham Young game, which the G rizz lies  lo s t  
20-7.
"This week we’ re going to  place more stress on o ffen se ; but we won’ t  n eg lect 
any o f  the other phases o f  the game."
Two G rizz lie s  are on the s id e lin es  in d e fin ite ly  as a resu lt o f  the BYU t i l t ,  
Roy Bray, sen ior quarterback, with a shoulder separation and B i l l  Harden with a 
severely pinched nerve in  the shoulder.
Russ Grant, sophomore wingback, and Charlie Moore, ju n ior  cen ter, who 
su ffered  in ju r ies  e a r lie r  and missed the BYU game, should be in shape fo r  Satur­
day’ s homecoming t i l t  with Denver.
The P ioneers, touted by scribes  in  pre-season picks as a possib le  contender 
fo r  the Skyline diadem, have dropped three stra ight games, the la te s t  a sound 
thrashing at the hands o f  Colorado State U niversity.
Two o f the H illtop p er ’ s lo sses  were to  non-conference opponents, while Mon­
tana’ s three defeats a l l  have been at the hands o f  Skyline fo e s .
Saturday w il l  be Montana’ s b ig  chance to  sta rt a drive out o f the conference 
basement and Williams i s  w ell aware o f the import o f  the game.
W illiam s, while d e f in ite ly  on the glum side over the prospect o f  having 
Bray, his best defensive back fie ld  man, and Harden, a crashing linebacker and 
competent center, on the s id e lin e s , s t i l l  voiced  some optimism about Montana’ s 
chances with Denver.
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"This team has shown remarkable improvement in  the past three weeks. Con­
sidering the fa c t  that we’ ve had to devote nearly a l l  our attention  to  d e fen se , 
the offense hasn’ t  done too bad ly ," he asserted . "With Keeley and Grant back in  
the lin e -u p , we should sta rt r o ll in g  o ffe n s iv e ly 'a g a in ."
"What a lo t  o f people f a i l  to  rea lize  about th is  team is  the fa c t  that we 
missed a to ta l o f 20 p ractice  sessions because o f the f l u , "  Williams declared . 
"That’ s what the f lu  did to us. We were lucky to  be able to  f i e l d  a team against 
Utah."
A quick look  at the to ta l  o ffense s ta t is t ic s  shows Montana’ s o ffen sive  
fa i l in g s .  The G rizz lies  have gained 503 yards, rushing and passing, in  172 plays. 
This averages out to  2.9 yards a p lay , w e ll under the four-yard average which is  
accepted as the c r ite r io n  fo r  a su ccessfu l o ffen se .
The G rizz lies  w il l  be seeking to raise th is  average Saturday afternoon 
against the Pioneers on Dornblaser F ie ld .
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Influenza, which e a r lie r  caused such havoc with the v a rs ity , now is  attack­
ing the frosh  squad. Freshman coach Hal Sherbeck Monday reported that about 
h a lf his squad is  down with the f lu .  The malady may w ell have a sim ilar e f fe c t  
on the yearlings* fo o tb a ll  campaign, since they open th e ir  season against a strong 
Montana State frosh  team Oct. 18 at Bozeman.
- 0 -
Stan (The Magnificent) Renning, Friday night was -voted fo r  the th ird  week 
in  a row, outstanding lineman o f the game. Renning in tercepted  a BYU pass to  
run his to ta l in  that department to three and, by a press box estim ate, was in  
on about 80 per cent o f the ta ck les .
- 0 -
Montana’ s fa ilu re  to come through with a convincing running assault l ik e ly  
was due to the fa ct  that Matt Gorsich, G r iz z lie s ’ fin e  jun ior halfback, was unable 
to play fo r  most o f  the game. A severe c lou t on the head early  in  the game gave 
Matt a temporaty case o f  amnesia. He was unable to remember his play assignments 
u n til the fo llow in g  day.
- 0 -
The G r izz lie s , ridd led  in th e ir  f i r s t  game o f  the season by Utah’ s fine 
passers, Friday night served notice  they would be exceedingly tough to  pass 
against by holding C arroll Johnston, the Skyline’ s top passer in  1956, to  ju st 
36 yards.
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